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11th June 2011

Dear Dr Fox

Re: Reinstatement of passenger services from Portishead and Pill to Bristol

Continuing delays on reinstating rail passenger services between Portishead and Bristol now seriously threaten sustainable economic growth in the whole Gordano Valley area with its strikingly poor transport infrastructure. Following advice from your colleague, Philip Hammond, North Somerset Council has applied for funding to reinstate the Portishead branch for passenger traffic from the Regional Growth Fund (RGF). In particular, the project:

· delivers a very high level of support from the business community, for example from Portishead Chamber of Commerce, and from residents across your constituency.

· brings Portishead and Pill within 17 minutes of the Bristol Temple Meads area, compared with an average road journey of close to an hour at peak times.  This will significantly increase the attractiveness of Portishead and Pill as commercial locations for expanding business enterprise and relocation, given the strong road (M5) and, hopefully, rail links. 

· creates over four hundred indirect jobs, a marked number of direct jobs and a significant number of temporary jobs through the construction phase.  

· accomplishes significant environmental objectives in terms of carbon reduction and reduction in consumption of fossil fuels via the switch from road to rail.

· increases the residential catchment for Bristol Temple Meads & City Centre with less than 30 minutes travel to work zone.

· increases significantly access to the proposed Bristol Temple Meads Enterprise Zone, for the skilled workforce residing along the Portishead to Bristol corridor. 

· provides a range of much wider benefits arising from the reduction in car dependency, in terms of social well being and public health.

You have on numerous occasions pledged your support for the reopening of the branch. We ask you as our MP to contact in person:

· the Independent Advisory Panel at the Department of Business, Innovation and Skills, chaired by Lord Heseltine, to support the NSC bid.

· the Deputy Prime Minister, who heads the ministerial group selecting projects to receive RGF support, to stress the great importance of RGF funding being given to the Portishead rail line at this time.

Thank you.

Yours sincerely

